CHAPTER IV
THE PATHAN PSYCHOLOGY

The' Pathans are one of the hardiest races that the
world has ever seen. Children of the torn and storm-wept
hills they have long defied the very hand of civilization.
They are well-known for their rough-and-tough, tough-
and-tumble existence. Here and there, among the hills,
we find sandwiched clans that are truly Durani, the
Beni Israil and the people of the PearL The Pathans are
really the descendants of the old Aryan Colonists who
remained in the hills. They grew harder and harder
with years of rugged mountain life* As the centuries
rolled on, the tides of Islamic culture swept over the
frontier. It appealed to their rough temperament. So
they readily embraced it. The cult of the sword came
home to them. The new religion did not make any
difference to them. Islam gave the Pathans nothing
new* And nothing old did it take away* So the wild
Aryans followed the fanatical Arabs, as wild as they
themselves were, and for the standard of Islam on their
swords.

The Frontier hills run up into the great whorls of
Pamir* No man will live in the whorls. At most he
may graze his flocks when the snow melts. And tne
young tender grass grows anew. There the Indus touches
before it leaps from its deep^ut gorges into the plain at
Attock. This is the home of the great Yuzufzai group
of Pathans. They claim to be the "Sons of Joseph*" The
Yusufzai dans spread out to the Khyber. When we
readi the Khyber, we shake hands with the Afridis. The